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EDITORIAL 

              ‘Law and War’ have shaped and reconstructed society throughout history. War has been 

the method of conquering lands and dividing resources and has shaped the borders of states along 

with the establishment and survival of civilisations and societies. Law has provided the methods 

and resolutions for conflict and has, consequently, defined the evolution of societies through time, 

as well as each societies’ norms and values. Together, these disciplines give us a nuanced 

appreciation of the birth, identities and evolution of communities, states and empires.  

The relationship between these two disciplines must be continually reimagined in lieu with social, 

economic and technological developments. Today, state and non-state actors have begun to engage 

with new forms of warfare and technological advancements, repurposing the tools of covert action, 

proxy warfare and propaganda. Thus, legislation has expanded domestically and internationally to 

ensure that advancements do not encroach upon existing rights of individuals, or sovereign states. 

The interaction of law and war then, remains ever expanding and ought to be seen as an important 

field of scholarship in its own right.  

The second edition of this joint edition on ‘Law and War’ entails papers that address this 

interdisciplinary field from a range of different angles: historical, philosophical, theoretical, 

doctrinal and socio-legal. Our unique contributions discuss: the historical legacies of international 

humanitarian law, the practical implications of morality on waging wars, how technological 

advancements are changing the nature of warfare, the role of international state and non-state actors 

during and after conflicts and how the courts may hold states and individuals accountable for their 

actions during conflicts.  

We would like to thank our authors for their unique contributions, our editors for their hard work 

and our affiliated Departments (the Dickson Poon School of Law and the Department of War 

Studies) for their support.  

Anna Plunkett & Tasneem Ghazi 
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